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December 23, 1861 – Alfred Sayre to Joseph
What a commentary on the world’s progres is that a broad and stormy 
ocean, and two thids of the extent of a great continent aff ods no pra ical 
obstacle to the interchange of thought! Not even hen the one party is in 
the metropolis of the world, and the othe in the wilds of the co-dill eras!

December 23, 1861 – Alfred Sayre to Joseph
Th ey now have a Telegraph there, connecting the place with New York and 
San Francisco, and the troules in Misouri have increased it’s popula-
tion, notwithstanding that more than a thousand Nebraskians, of hom 
a large portion ere Omahas, have gone to the a. In it’s relation to this 
terr itory it is considered the most important point on the Misouri rive. 
Th e progres of it’s aff airs is decidedly in the right direction.

January 20, 1863 Lida Patrick to Joseph
We have had a most lovely winte fo the last  three months. We have not 
had one drop of rain o snow, till  last  Monday it commenced snowing. I 
am not surprised that you do not like the English climate, aft e living so 
long in this beautiful clea atmosphere ! I like Nebraska bett e every yea 
that I live here

May 14, 1866
I asure you I shall  come home as soon as I can. We can neve like Ame-
ica except on compulsion. We ere not mistaken in ou judgement of the 
Country o the People. Englishmen — (like us) and Americans are like oil 
and ate. Th ey will  neve mix. I as in hopes I as prejudiced and mis-
taken. But it is not so — so fa. Stick to England by all  means if you can. 
I have got on very ell  — and it seems nearly like a dream to fi nd myself 
here and only 17 days since I left  Sheffi  eld. Just 14 days from Sheffi  eld to 
John Barke’s. 

May 14, 1866
I do not ant us to have to sett le down here. It’s all  very ell  fo a time and 
object, but the idea of permenancy would be unpleasant.

May 26, 1866
I tooke the Gentlemen ho came with me round the Town and introduced 
them and they are out Land hunting. Th ey ere all  pleased with Omaha 
and had no doubt of its being a large City someday. Coln McLarr an ho is 
quite a est ern man, as quite surprised and satisfi ed that it will  be one 
of the prominent Towns of the est.

Featured excerpt from the Barker Lett ers (November 6, 1868) pulication date December 
2004. (Editor’s Note: this excerpt and all pulished writings are as writt en by Joseph Barker)

“I as on Capitol Hill  last  night. It as dark no moon & rathe cloudy – Prarey fi res, red & lu-
rid ere in the distance up & down the Rive on both sides & crawling ove the Bluff s – the City 
at my feet – as all  alight – dott ed thickly ove with lights – Farnham & Douglas ere quite 
brill iant – All  along the rive & at the Railway works ere lights & on the opposite shore – and 
stretching up all  the ay to Council Bluff s – here the lights of that City streaching two miles 
along the foot of the Bluff s Shone out clea & bright & quite nea. It looked like one vast  City. I 
as surprised & struck by the appearance it made –  Th e prary fi re surr ounding it all  and the 
lurid shadows refl ected on the Clouds made quite a picture – C.Bluff s is steadiley growing down 
towads the rive & someday it will  be one great City on both sides the rive with Rail Road & 
foot & Carr iage Bridges connecting the two – and this is now the Hope & talk of the Bluff ers.”
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May 26, 1866
If e had a litt le Capital to put up a few houses o stores e could do ell . 
Th ey would pay 20% & 25% interest. People live very stylishly. And there 
are a many new people. Of course it is America. But e could manage here 
if e had to come out and live a few years. I am more of the opinion that 
this is to be a place. Th ough the Freighting and Emigration to the mines 
is les than it as. Last  years Indian troules and high aters destroyed 
all  the North Platt  Bridges and injured trade here. Also they are shipping 
direct from St. Louis to Fort Ben-
ton hich is only 100 miles from 
the Montana mines. 50 steamers 
have been freighted this yea. Th ey 
can only make one trip a season 
many wrecks occu and others are 
detained and neve get there. So it 
is not a desirale ay and hen the 
rail is accros Iowa and up the Platt  
it will  put an end to much of this. 

May 26, 1866
Well , I have told you all  I can at 
present. I will  write again in a eek 
o so. Aft e all  said and done, this 
is America and these are Ameri-
cans. I like this place, climate and 
people bett e than any othe part 
of America. And if e have to be 
here e can get along. One thing 
is certain I must stay here awhile. 
When you are away people will  try 
and att ack you property. 

June 1, 1866
Of course America is neve England. 
But of all  parts of America Omaha 
and the West are the most desirale 
places to live in. And if e could do 
a paying Busines, e could manage 
to live very comfortaly in Town. Living in town is more expensive than 
the country, and provisions are all  highe. But with a paying busines e 
could live comfortaly and save money. Th e town has now a permanant 
back Country trade. Th e vall eys est are more thickly peopled. And the 
Inhabitants are steadill y increasing. Of course the people are still  the same 
grasping, tricky, swearing — brutal talking people e all ways found them. 
Th e people both high and low are unchanged. But the Pro ects of busines 
and the Trade here is changed. It has improved and the abundance of pa-
pe money has put an end to clumsey bartering and trading.

June 1, 1866
O.F. Davis and others say Idaho and Montania are very fi ne countries, and 
so are Colorado and Salt Lake. Fine countries to sett le in and farm. While 
Idaho and Montana are full  of minerals and coal. And they have the fi n-

est Gulch Gold diggins. Bett e, Davis thinks, than California. Fort Benton 
and the uppe Misouri goes into Montana Terr itory. And there are mines 
within 100 miles of the Fort — Consequently a great deal of Freight fo 
Montana is now taken up by Boats to Fort Benton from Misouri. Th is 
though is a very dangerous rout, and many accidents occu. Still  50 boats 
have gone up this yea, but they can only make one trip a yea and that 
has to be arr anged so as to meet the June rise hen half ay up between 
here and Fort Benton. You may calculate the trafi c there alone hen fi ft y 

boats loaded fo that point have gone up, 
besides half as much more by land. Since 
I have been here, now ten days, there has 
been an average three boats here every day. 
3 o 4 have gone to Sioux City, the others 
all  here. 

June 1, 1866
At least  150 Freighting teems have gone 
out, and some 50 (fi ft y) emigrant ag-
gons, — “Pilgrims” as they call  them to 
distinguish them from the “Freight Trains”. 
50 teems ent out fo Government in one 
day. Th e greate part of the Remainde 
ent out on private acct. fo the mines. 
Government contracts and freighting du-
ing the Wa made people rich here. No one 
in any legatimate busines but hat has 
done ell  here during the last  six years. 
Th e mines have at the same time made 
Beldon, Clayes, Byers and many others e 
knew rich o very ell  off . Walke is worth 
$30,000. Boyd and the othe young man 
ho marr ied D. Henry’s sisters got beef 
and hay contracts at Kearney, and each 
made 30 o 40 thousand doll ars. 

June 1, 1866
Litt le D. Peck is a sobe man, and ell  off  
by Freighting — “I tell  you hat it is Bark-

e, you must pitch into something. No sobe steady man in any legitamate 
Busines can fail to do ell  and make money here. I believe this is as good 
a place as any in the world and this is as good a time as any. And if you 
can only import the right goods, you will  do more than ell . You will  make 
a fortune. Th at’s my opinion”. So think the Patricks. Old Patrick thinks a 
Woll en mill  if you could manage it as good and bett e than any othe busi-
nes. He says there are 20,000 sheep all ready in Nebraska, and as many 
more in and around Pott awatamay Co. 

June 5, 1866
Boats come up 3, 4 and 5 every day. Th e levee is covered with Iron rails, 
Tyes, immence piles of Telegraph wire, Lumbe etc. Th e R. Rd Bridge acros 
the Loup Fork is completed and the R R.d fo 20 miles beyond is in running 
ode. Th ey are laying the Track at the rate of 1 ½ miles a day. Th ey expect 
to be 20 miles beyond Fort Kearney by middle of Septembe. 

“Omaha City” 1866, Map Courtesy of N.P. Dodge Company
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June 5, 1866
People insist that e are rich o ought to be with ou property. And if 
no Financial Crash does come, and the Rail Rd does not quarr el with the 
Town and try to injure it; and if the Rail Rds on the othe side of the rive 
come to C. Bluff s as they are expected; and if the country back fi ll s up as it 
promises; and trade continues as good as it has been — hy then this is a 
fi ne point — this will  be a large Town, and e shall  then be very ell  off  if 
e can keep all  ou property. So it is. But you see there are many things to 
be depended upon fi rst, and “hite men are very uncertain” and America 
is a very hite country.

June 5, 1866
Sunday, 17th. I ent to 
Church (Episcopal) this 
morning. A large and very 
stylish, splendidly dresed 
congregation. Some very 
good looking Ladies there.

June 19, 1866
I suppose that last  yea at 
this time you could not have 
head the sound of a ham-
me. Now there is not a spare 
carpente o builde to be 
found. Everybody has more 
than he can do. Th e reason 
as that last  yea the rail-
ay as standing. Th ey had 
not put up a solitary Railway 
Building and ere threaten-
ing to commence them at Bell view. Howeve they did not, but placed them 
here and eve since the Town has gone on improving.

July 4, 1866
I expect I write about some things twice ove. But you must not mind. I 
give you all  that I hea and think of. My lett ers are my Diary. I carr y a 
Notebook and note down anything I hea o learn and then write them 
down at length in my lett ers.

July 16, 1866
Patricks have got up thei Engine and Workshops ready fo thei new Brick 
machine. It is long in coming but is expected every day. If it turns out a suc-
ces it will  be a benefi t to the town as they will  lowe the price of Bricks and 
encourage Brick buildings. I fea it is too good to be all  they anticipate. 

July 16, 1866
Boats, 2 and 3 average every day, every day since I came and sometimes 5 
and 6. I have counted 7 at once and they all  bring Pasengers. Th e Coaches 
come in too fi ll ed with pasengers, hile the boats that come down from 
Fort Benton come crouded with Miners and disbanded soldiers and they 
all  stay here fi ll  the streets, get all  drunk and buy clothes to go East  in, o 

fi tt  out here to go est and so a large busines and a busy appearance is 
always going on. Th e People do not stay here but they come here, keep the 
Hotell s all  crouded,  end money, and travel on. 

July 16, 1866
Th e leading Railway offi  cials are beginning to buy lots and to build houses, 
hich is anothe good sign. Heretofore they have been living at Hotell s etc 
hich always looked suspicious. One of them has bought 2 nice lots above 
M. Kell om fo $1000 and is going to put up this season a handsom house. 
Since I last  wrote half a dozen good new houses, frames, have been com-
menced, and the foundations fo 3 large new Brick stores have been com-

menced on Farnham St. of three 
stories each & 100 feet deep.

August 14, 1866
America is very American.

Septembe 20, 1866
When you write to me just direct 
you lett ers to me — to nobodys 
care — as I am ell  known & the 
Postmast e puts them in M. Kel-
lom’s Box fo me.

Septembe 20, 1866
Th ere is a large trade here with re-
turned miners. Th is is the head of 
Navigation. Few boats go up above 
this point aft e the Spring open-
ing. But nearly all  the miners from 
Montana fi nd it Cheapest & most 

agreeale to come down from above Fort Benton in Barges call ed “Macki-
naws” Flat Boats covered ove & bull et proof to make them safe from Hos-
tile Indians arr ows and bull ets. Th ey come down to Omaha, 20, 40 & 60 
togethe but few stay thro’ the winte at the mines. All  the succesful ones 
return to the States fo the winte nearly. When they get here the Boats are 
sold fo Lumbe — and they sell  gold dust suffi  cient to get a complete new 
rig out — Boots, Coats, vests, trowersers, Holts, overcoats & Shirts &c &c 
Most of these men will   end $50 to $100 each here, & then take the Boat 
o stage east . Th ey all  look on Omaha as the Commencement of Civiliza-
tion. Th e Clothing busines here both retail and holesale is Immense. 

October 12, 1866
As I look ove my lett e I fi nd some wonderful  ell ing. I wonde how I 
managed to  ell  so extraodinarily.

October 29, 1866
Last  night I att ended the Fireman’s Ball  at the Capitol. Quite a large het-
erogeneous aff ai. Principall y dutch & danish and the 2nd clas of ell  to 
do Americans &c M. Kell om had bought two tickets ($5 each) to help 
them as he is a large Insurance Agent here and as he could not go he gave 
me them So as it cost nothing I ent. I did not take a Lady as ou uppe 
Crust would not go.

“Omaha City” 1865
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December 11, 1866
It is as good to live here as Sheffi  eld and quite as pleasant — You are now 
by the Rail Rd & the Tell egraph quite in the World & get all  the Papers 
& news of London of the 1st Dec on the second within 24 hours of it’s oc-
curance in London. Th e Rail Rd is now within 20 miles of C. Bluff s. Fou 
hours ride by coach. It is now open to that Point. 

December 11, 1866
It is wonderful how such a Town could turn out so fi ne a sett  of People, all  
evidently so ell  off  & so ell  bred. Certainly the best of American Society. 
I am on good terms with the best of them and everybody as very civil.

January 21, 1867
And now I have writt en down my fears I feel eve so much lighte and it 
strikes me this is an eminently Barke like ay of easing yourself at the 
expence of othe peoples comfort.

March 4, 1867
You are a glorious old dreame & I do not know hich I like best you day 
o night dreams — anyway I like to hea them. Bles you I hope some of 
them will  some day come true. You are not the only one that dreams and 
leads a doule life in you family. It is a sad failing I fea — but I some-
times fi nd it diffi  cult to decide hich life I reall y live — the dream life o 
the actual — & sometimes I think they get very much mixed. 

March 4, 1867
It is in adversity that a good man shines. Pro erity is the severest trial that 
a good man can have. Nevertheles — in my case — I confes I wd still  pray 
fo a medium state — Th o’ I am satisfi ed of the dangers of pro erity.

April 1, 1867
M. Kell om as much pleased with Fathe’s Sermon — I head an excel-
lant one from Bishop Ames yest eday the Wesleyan Bishop of this North 
West. “Th e go el came to you with Powe & by much asurance & by the 
Holy Gost” — A real substantial Methodist sermon — I as delighted, 
tho it as just an hou long.

April 1, 1867
Just as I write at 4 past  11 at night of this 30th March I hea the fi rst fl ock 
of Geese high up in the Heavens going north. It is a good sign of a Breakup 
— e have looked fo them fo eeks in hopes they wd bring Spring.

May 8, 1867
Busines is very good, great numbers are going to sett le in the Platt e Vall ey 
& the Towns on the Rail Rd are growing - Th e Company have decided to 
put thei land into the market & the road has been accepted by the Com-
pany [Government] fo 300 miles from the Contractors so that Freights & 
fares will  be more regula & lowe prices charged. Soldiers come into town 
every eek by Hundreds and are encamped in regula camps on the side 
Hill s. Th ey stay one o two eeks to recruit & outfi tt  & then start out fo 
the Plains & others take thei place. 40 mill ions of pounds of Government 
Freight will  be landed this yea on ou harf and be transported ove the 
Road. We are doing the Chief part of the Government outfi tt ing. Nebraska 
City & Leavenworth are both very dead.

May 8, 1867
People come out here in hopes of recruiting thei aff airs - but it takes both 
money & knowledge to start out here So they go back o down the Rive & 
those ho have no means are oliged to go to the Farmers the Rail Rd o 
into the armey ho are recruiting men here - hich is a benefi t to us as it 
absorbs the dangerous elements of ou Comunity. 

May 8, 1867
I should not think of Bringing money home with me — it is not safe — 
What I send — if I send — will  be sent as the last  — through a bank. Th e 
reason I send money to you is I think it safe I fea this country will  see 
troulesom times — a crash — every body foretell s it & every-body fears it 
— fortunately most are trying to prepare fo it.

May 25, 1867
I am quite busy writing o running round Town coll ecting Income Tax 
returns & applications fo licences fo every sort of Busineses, a wonderful 
Country the best taxed going.

Th e Central Block on Farnam Street

1868: Repulican Headquarters at gaslight, far left .
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November 16, 1867 Kellom to Joseph
Th e North West ern cars now bring pasengers ‘smack’ up to the rive nea-
ly opposite Chicago St & the Ferr y boat takes them about 30 rods acros to 
a new sand ba, connected with ou bank, to hich point the U.P.R.R. have 
laid a track fo freight purposes. Th e Road is doing a large busines, and by 
1870 will  connect the Mo. Rive & Pacifi c — then the World’s commerce 
will  pas through here.

April 3, 1868 Mrs. J H Kellom to Mrs Joseph Barker
It will  be twelve years next month since e fi rst landed in Omaha. Th ese 
years have wrought great changes in the place and people. Th ey have plant-
ed some furr ows on my face, & have given M. Kell om hitened locks, still  
e have been ell  and happy.

April 9, 1868 George to Joseph
If Omaha gets a good start again it will  eventuall y occupy the hole Bench 
up to Florence.

April 10, 1868
And I confes I fea, hen I think by how slende a thread ou present high 
prices are sustained. I mean the caprice of the Railway men. Fo I cannot 
divest myself of an uneasy feeling that they may change. And till  I see the 
piers rising out of the ate, I shall  not feel sure of the Bridge

April 11, 1868
Th ere is a growing tendency in the country and in Congres to check the 
great powe of the R. Rd companies and thei exorbitant charges. Th e 
U.P.Rd. charges ten cents a pound on freight to the end of the Road (from 
Omaha) & Pasengers $51 to Cheyenne. Rail Roads as at present mis-
man-aged here are not nea the lesing they ought to be. Th ey are des-
potic, exorbitant and rob right & left .

April 24, 1868
Th e C. B. people say they ere all ways against the Bridge at Child’s Mill  
— but that it as Dodge & Baldwin & Co. ho insisted in trying to get 

it thei. Th ey now talk of the necesity of Peace & unity between the two 
Cities & thei Identity of Interests &c I hope they will  continue in that 
frame of mind.

April 24, 1868 I suppose the Government will  ant Two o Th ree hun-
dred thousand bushels of corn next July fo the Soldiers in the Mountains 
besides Flou, Oates, Hay, Catt le, pork &c Th is will  enliven things. Th e 
Indians are yet troulesome & the army will  have to be kept there fo some 
years longe till  they are subdued o sett led on Reservations.

April 24, 1868
And dea Mary Jane & George — I shall  be glad to hea he is marr ied 
— If a man is to be marr ied — he ought to be marr ied young — Don’t 
delay it.

May 6, 1868
Will  George write me a lett e to the Insurance Company at Liverpool & 
sign my name to it. To M. McLaren, Royal Ins. Co., Liverpool, the Man-
age, giving an account of Omaha & Co. Bluff s — how they are growing 
& the railways centering there to join the U.P.R.Rd., and it’s probale im-
portance. You can put down C.B. as 10,000 to 15,000 people & Omaha as 
15,000 to 20,000. Th e M. & M. Road from Des Moines is expected to be 
here in 12 months. Th e Sioux City is completed & the St. Jos. & St. Louis 
will  be completed this fall . Th en there is the Burlington hich is rapidly 
coming along and the new Atlantic & Gt. West ern & othe roads all  tend-
ing this ay. Refe to James Coll inson’s introduction & that I can give ref-
erences to the leading men of the state & city here. If they should decide to 
push thei busines out here & should favou me with thei recommenda-
tion to thei American Agents in New York as thei agent here. And that 
I have already had some experience of insurance & am in connexion with 
M. Kell om the chief agent of the leading east ern fi re insurance companies 
here. If I could get this agency it would be a good thing & very likely paying 
expences. I ask Geo. to do this because I think he can do it bett e & more 
corr ectly than I. 

1870: 15th and Farnam, future site of the Barker Building

1873: Southeast view from 20th and Dodge.
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June 6, 1868
We are having a eek of very cool 
& damp cloudy eathe, unusual 
fo this season & country — very 
English. I do not think it agrees 
very ell  with the grashoppers. 
Th ey say they are migrating East  
— I hope so — e can spare 
them.

July 14, 1868
I asure you it is becoming diffi  cult 
to fi ll  even fou pages like these, to 
say nothing of eight — And then 
George says I can fi ll  anothe two 
pages if necesary without going ove the eight of a sixpenny lett e!

July 24, 1868
Ou Wharf is reall y the most lively & striking feature of ou Town - M. 
Kell om & I had to go down last  Monday to see about a lot of Gas Piping 
etc. hich had just been delivered - Th e Landing now is opposite Train’s 
Town & the uppe part of South Omaha Landing. Five Steam Boats ere 
unloading and the Two large Ferr y Boats ere going Backwads & fo-
ads Crouded with Teems & pasengers as fast  as they could load and 
unload. Th e Wharf on the Iowa side as covered with some hundreds of 
Carr s surr ounded by numbers of Waggons unloading the Coal – Freight 
– grain - Iron etc. out of them & transferr ing them to this side. On ou 
Wharf the Rail Road has several lines of rails on hich ere scores of Carr s 
& Engins & Cars pasing & repasing all  the time - on the Wharf ere 
great piles – hill s - of Corn & oats - Iron & railway & Government Goods 
& material.

July 27, 1868
Write every eek, there is fou of you — if you have nothing to say so you 
can more easily say it.

August 3, 1868
Th e Government Railway Commision-
ers & the Heads of the Mill itary depart-
ment are all  full  of the beauties of the 
Mountains, Th ei mineral & hot ate 
springs — Grand fall s — & snow capped 
mountain scenery &c — Th e Coolnes & 
brill iancy of the eathe as compared 
with ou hot eathe. Th ey say the 
mountains must and will  become great 
places of summe resort — all -ready 
several large Hotell s at certain points are 
being planned & will  be built — Several 
at beautiful points on the Road are now 
being built, and parties are all ready a-
ranging to come out next yea. Th ey say 

e may expect to see the tide of American summe pleasure seekers set this 
ay & Omaha will  always be a point at hich strangers will  stop and rest 
both before & aft e thei 750 miles of Travil too & from the mountains. 

All  ou strangers, writing to thei newspapers, fi ll  half thei lett ers with an 
account of Omaha & generall y they are very fl att ering — Th ey all  admire 
the scenery from Capitol Hill , & to me, on pleasant evenings, as the sun 
prepares to sett  — it is a beautiful sight. We are likened to all  sorts of plac-
es — from the Rhine & the Danube to Roman & Italian sunsett s & iews. 
Th ere neve as a Town so much talked of as Omaha except Chicago. Th is 
yea e eciall y have ee been writt en about. Th is spring the world has 
been informed that e ere a gigantic mushroom & swindle — a ladde 
o buble, that had at last  burst fo good, and as now a desolation & 
gras growing in ou streets, & ou large Brick Blocks empty & forlorn, & 
none but broken spirited & Bankrupt merchants left , &c Th is has been 
reprinted in substance but in various forms in nearly every newspape 
in the Union. Th e New York & Chicago merchants Interest ed have had 
thei  ecial agents out here, to see if this as true, & to satisfy themselves 
how ou people stood. Fortunately they have found it all  a tisue of lies 
framed & sent forth by ou envious neighbours at C.Bluff s. Aft e this e 
are pleased to see that ou Editorial & othe Excursionists are generall y 
writing  ecial lett ers to all  the leading papers contradicting these slanders 
and presenting us in ou true light both in the present & fo the future. 

August 7, 1868
You see these two new railroads, the St. Joe’s & C.&N.W Roads employ 
large numbers of men - in the transport busines & they have thei Store 
Houses on the harf - besides these & three ferr y Boats going backwads & 
forwads laden to thei full est capacity - there ere Six Steam Boats buisy 
unloading mountains of goods & material, at the same time the Pasenge 
Transport Companies Coaches & Omnibuses ere on the harf on thei 
ay [to] the C.&N.W.R.Rd. depos on the Iowa shore - Th ey consisted of 
two 4 Horse Luggage aggons fi ll ed with trunks & fi ve fou Horse Coaches 
& Omnibuses crouded with pasengers from the est going east  - these 
coaches cros & recros three times a day - crouded each time & sometimes 
& oft en, they require fi ve & six vehicals.

1872: Looking north from the Herman Kountze residence.

Th e Herndon House, later Union Pacifi c Headquarters Building
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August 7, 1868
Th e Grashoppers are Pasing ove 
us & have been fo fou days — We 
are greatly alarmed — Looking up 
towads the Sun — you see them 
pasing south in immence — o one 
continuous Cloud. Th ei hite trans-
parent wings with the sun shining on 
them is all  you see — & they are at an 
immense height — but it is like a con-
tinuous snow storm driving before the 
sun. As evening closes they begin to 
fall  & you see the ai full  of them — 
Th e ground in the morning swarms & 
they fl y before you in Clouds — Th ey 
att ack the young Corn saw off  the top 
& then eat out the curnell  — So fa they have started as soon as the morn-
ing sun had armed the ai & the N.W. wind as stron enough to carr y 
them along — they seem to rise up till  they reach one of the highe curr ents 
of ai & then sail steadill y South — o hereve the curr ent goes. In some 
localities they have done great mischief & consumed much corn — should 
the wind cease they might stay in such quantities as to consume every green 
thing on the ground. As it is, the feele ones, that do not seem ale to go 
on with the bulk — are every here & doing much damage. Th ese gras-
hoppers o locusts — seem likely to prejudice sett lers against this Country 
— fo the facts in the pape go ove the hole country — but Iowa & Mis-
souri and Kansas suff e just as much as e do

August 16, 1868
While talking, he [John McCormick] took out of his pocket one of Georges 
2 Blade Knives — said it as a very fi ne one & had been highly recom-
mended & he had bought it because it as ou make & importation — as 
he always liked to patronise native tall ent. Soon aft e lacy showed me an-
othe he had bought & praised it.

October 20, 1868
I am very ell  - but I would like something good to turn up so that e 
could all  be togethe in England. Some more defi nite life to live. Bles you 
all . If e cd sell  & Invest in England I wd prefe it.

November 15, 1868
We have had a very fi ne & pleasant eek — Today opened as last  Sunday 
— cloudy & drizzley — Th is aft ernoon & evening e had heavy rain & 
now 8 P.M. It has ceased but is lowing a hurr ican from the North. Aft e 
suppe I alked down with a lantern to the post thro’ the mud & driving 
rain to see if you always elcom & expected lett e had arr ived. I as 
repaid by the reception of it & have been reading it and the package of 
newspapers in my room — hen I have you lett ers to read I always feel 
cosy & comfortale — I have my stove — and a large rocking chai — a 
round Tale with my books & pape & my lamp & feel quite nea to you 
hile I am reading you pleasant lett ers & thinking about you all . Some-

times — hen I have no lett ers from 
you I sometimes feel rathe dull  up here 
all  alone, but not very oft en.

November 17, 1868
Th ere will  be a general eff ort to carr y 
out ou Railway Scheemes — and ou 
congresional representatives have giv-
en us to understand they favou planns 
but that e shall  have to secure them 
thei prope share of the gains etc.

November 20, 1868 a lett er from 
Frances Barker
On Tuesday last  ou dea George as 
marr ied at Crooks Church. You dea 
Fathe and Mary Jane ere present 

— It as quite a nice aff ai, and I suppose they all  looked very ell . Th ey 
had two Carr iages and a Cab the Cab with George alone ent a short 
time before the Carr iages then they ent the fi rst with, M Jane, and Mary, 
and George Osborne, and you Fathe, then M. Osborne and Annie in 
the last . 

Th ere as anothe edding at the Church, at the same time, and Annie 
as quite afraid of it gett ing mixed up, it would have been such a thing 
you know if she had got marr ied to the wrong person, but all  as right and 
they returned home, here there as provided a very nice and bountiful 
breakfast , consisting of boiled fowls with very good hite sauce, and a (tea 
and coff ee) I forgot, Large piece of roast  beef, tongue, and a chowl, pott ed 
rabit, and beef, all  very nice Chees cakes and tarts and a very nice bride—
cake in the cente on a glas stand. Th ere as champaigne, and othe wine, 
to drink thei health, Th e Cake and the Wine provided by George Osborne. 
Annie I suppose looked very nice, and so did George, he had on lack coat 
and trowsers, a hite aistcoat and necktie of light mauve, like the Brides 
dres. We sent you the colou of he dres, and she had a very prett y Tull e 

1868: Northwest corner of 12th and Farnam, McCormick’s Grocery

12th and Douglas Streets
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Bonnet, covered with fl owers orange losoms, and Jasmine Mary Jane and 
Mary, looked very nice too. 

So it is all  ove now, and they will  soon feel like old marr ied folks, a thing 
only to be talked of. 

November 21, 1868
God les you all  I hope you are ell  & happy — My best Love — I hope 
to see you next summe — If things are ell  I shall  be ale to get to see you. 
I can aff od to leave — I do not know ethe I shall  like this Insurance 
Busines. I am not a good one at urging people to Insure e eciall y hen 
they propose to do it “on my asurance it is all  right” — Well  I suppose 
dea George is marr ied by this — I hope sincearly they will  both be hap-
pie fo it.

November 21, 1868
On Th ursday the Rive as 
open till  the aft ernoon & at 
7 o’clock the mail as carr ied 
ove the thin Ice on planks 
laid down fo men to alk 
upon. It has not yet been 
cold enough to make fi rm ice 
— as it has not yet been as 
low as zero within 8° o 10° 
I believe — It is bad fo busines. It is strong enough fo men to alk ove 
on the planks but not fo teams o even the heavy Pape Mails. If it does 
not open o Haden, they will  commence cutt ing away the ice to all ow the 
Ferr y Boats to ply backwads & forwads — fo an immence pile of Freight 
has all ready accumulated in Two days. 

November 21, 1868
Th e U.P. Commenced today driving down piles with its steam pile drive to 
Build its temporary Bridge. If the ice last s & winte reall y sets in — and it 
looks very much like it — e shall  soon have the carr s crosing the rive.

November 25, 1868
I as down to the rive today, they have built a track all  ove the great ba, 
here boats fl oated this spring & down to here the temporary bridge is 
being built, and hich is already half built. Th e cars will  run ove it by 
next eek. Th e rive is yet covered with ice, but the boats, ferr y, have made 
an opening to run backwads & forwads, but they cannot carr y teams 
ove. Th e consequence is, e are in great troule to get freight ove. Th ere 
are 1,000 loaded cars on the side Tracks awaiting a chance to be unladen. 
If the rive should break up, it might ash away the bridge & then e 
should be in a fi x as the boats could neve get the old & new freight pased 
ove. 

November 30, 1868
Yest eday the harm sun had made the rive unsafe & they are buisy I 
suppose on the othe side. I have not yet been down the mud is fright-
ful — I enjoy and appreciate my fi shing Boots — they are aterproof & 

arm & I can venture any depth of mudd not ove two feet deep.
December 19, 1868
My dea Annie you must give my Love to all  my new relations! You siste 
Mary & you Fathe & George you Bro — not you husband — Don’t 
that sound quee — “My Husband and my wife”. I had to look into my 
Dictionary before I could make out how to  ell  “wife”. Funney is it not?

December 31, 1868
But then Omaha people are equal to the best American society — without 
any doubt & the numbe of people of Station here give a Tone & chara e 
not found out of the Largest cities.

1867: Th e Union Pacifi c ice bridge

“Best of Barker” Excerpts
Th ese excerpts represent the “Best of Barker,” which 
have been selected from lett ers in the fi rst of two 
volumes to be pulished by the Douglas County 
Historical Society from its Barker Collection. Th e 
lett ers were writt en in the 1860s by immigrant 
Joseph Barker to his family that had returned 
to England. He remained in Omaha to manage 
his family’s property and business interests. Th e 
editorial team is chaired by Dr. Del Weber, with 
Barry Combs, Bob Marks and Don Snoddy, 
the latt er Th e Harry B. Otis Chair/Librarian 
Archivist, Douglas County Historical Society. For 
information about “Th eir Man in Omaha,” contact 
the Historical Society’s offi  ces at (402) 455-9990. 
Th e fi rst of two planned volumes of the 1000-page 
collection of lett ers covers the years until 1868, 
when Joseph returned home to England for a 
short time. Pulication of Th e Barker Collection of 
Lett ers is made possile by members of the Charles 
W. Martin family, who are descended from the 
Barker family, and the Peter Kiewit Foundation. 


